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GCMU Membership Guideline

1. PRINCIPLES

The Global Consortium of Metropolitan Universities (GCMU) set out to connect
metropolitan universities around the globe. By working together, GCMU members address
city issues with a global perspective and form a network for collaboration and sharing of
best practices and ideas. To invite like-minded candidates to join the group, the GCMU
Executive Council has laid out the following principles for the membership:

® GCMU is a group of metropolitan universities that dedicate to cities;

® GCMU aims to achieve geographical presence in all continents (with roots in
Asia);

® GCMU’s network shall cover major countries, regions, and cities of the world;

® GCMU comprises member universities who are representative of their located
cities.

2. CRITERIA

When a university is nominated, or proactively applies, to join GCMU, they shall meet a
set of criteria listed below:

»  The university is preferably located in cities where GCMU is currently absent;

» The university is located in the capital of a country, the largest city of a region, in a
city with a population of more than 2.5 million people, or any other cities of
significance;

»  The university shall represent and embody the characteristic of its city;
»  The university’s pedagogical philosophy blends theory & practices;

» The university demonstrates constructive town-gown relationships (through projects,
programmes, schemes, etc.);

» The university is in a compatible scale to existing GCMU member institutions;

»  The university could and would lead or take part in a GCMU project.

3. SCOPE

To determine the number of members within a specific location, the table below provides a
rule of thumb and serves as a reference point:
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Capital/Population (million)? No. of membership

Capital/largest city of a country/region 1

Population >7.5 3
Population 2.5-7.5 2
1

Population <2.5

Table 1. No. of membership per city

To elaborate further, if a city is the capital of a country as well as with a population of more
than 7.5 million people, the maximum number of GCMU members in that city would be
1+3.

4. NOMINATION

The Executive Council Members could nominate up to three universities per annum; the
Consortium Members could nominate one university per annum. These figures will be
reviewed regularly and adjusted without prior notice.

When nominating an institution to the Consortium, Members are encouraged to consider
the global reach and city representation of the Consortium and help GCMU expand its
portfolio in Asian cities and beyond.

5. SELECTION

Universities who are interested in joining the Consortium shall submit completed
application form (attachment 1) to the GCMU Permanent Secretariat at least a month before
the Executive Council’s annual meeting which usually takes place towards the end of a year.
The Executive Council will evaluate all applications received and put forward short-listed
candidates to the whole membership at an GCMU Annual Meeting; universities will be
admitted to the Consortium should there be no objection at the said meeting. If there is any
dispute regarding new membership, the Executive Council’s decision will be final.

6. OBSERVER

Before an institution formally joins GCMU as a member, they could participate in GCMU
events as an Observer. The duration and granting of an observership will be determined by
the Executive Council members.

GCMU Permanent Secretariat, December 2023
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ATTACHMENT 1
GCMU Membership Application Form
Institution Application time
Contact Person Department
Position Telephone number
Email

Introduction of the Institution (Key points such as research advantages, research
outcome, and partnership with other institution)

Aims and objectives of joining GCMU.

Proposed cooperation with GCMU members.

Endorsement by GCMU Council Member

Please complete the form and send it back to GCMU Permanent Secretariat
Email : gcmu@cityu.edu.mo

Note: Once accepted as a GCMU member, the applicant authorizes the GCMU
Secretariate to use its logos for the Consortium affairs.
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